SPEECH AND THOUGHT
BY RUDOLF HERMANN LOTZE
(From "Mierocosmusn)*
IN WHATEVER may consist that state of ex-
citation into which the nerves of sense
are brought by external stimuli, it at
any rate presents a definite amount of some
physical motion of masses that by the law of
persistence can not cease of itself, but must
either be stopt by some definite resistance
or reduced to zero by distribution over the
environment. If the organs of sense are de-
signed to be to us a medium of knowledge of
the outer world, it is necessary, in order to
our receiving this unadulterated, that the
tremor produced by the impression of one
moment should rapidly be so far mitigated as
not to counteract the impression of the next
moment or blend with it as an adulterative
element. So long as the physical stimuli by
which the senses are acted on are but incon-
siderable amounts of motion, this perpetual
effacement of their effects may be accom-
plished partly within the organ of sense
through the uninterrupted processes of the
transformation of matter, partly through the
*From "Microcosmus," t>y kind permission of the publishers*
T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh.
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